(Draft) CHSCA Meeting Minutes
27 October 2008
Prepared by Ed Chittenden

Introduction

·    Meeting to order at 7:35 pm by Ed Chittenden, Pres. Attendees total 30.
·    Speaker, originally scheduled for 8:00 pm, moved to beginning, and was   

      introduced by Dan Creedon.

Featured Speaker: Glenn Nye, Democratic Candidate for 2nd Congressional District

· Glenn Nye spoke of his background, qualifications, and platform, and then 

fielded questions from the audience (30-min.).

Secretary’s Report (presented by Ed Chittenden). Highlights of principal minutes, major points and votes of last meeting on 28 July 2008.

Treasurer’s Report ( prepared by Dick Robbins and presented by Chittenden)


-    Working Fund
$4,389.62


Social Fund
  1,385.51  


total

$5,775.13 (Checking account balance)


-    Contingency/Legal Fund $5,166.80, as of 8/17/08 when CD renewed (12-mos


CD APY 4.25%, maturing 8/17/09) as agreed last meeting.


-    $500 was appropriated for bench last meeting and provided to Dan Creedon,

project facilitator. Budget overage anticipated for the year 2008.

-    Second association dues notices to be distributed this week to about 38 
            households.
Committee Chair Reports:


Social Arrangements - (presented by Patty Maddox) - Community picnic/party held Friday, 29 Aug., hosted by and at Jerry and Nancy Anderson’s home, was a huge success with a record turnout of 128. The CHSCA Adult Holiday Party this upcoming season is planned to be held Sat., 13 Dec. 2008, 7-11 pm, at the Virginia Beach Tennis & Country Club facility, at a nominal $15 per person cost.


Make reservations no later than Fri., 4 Dec. (see Oct/Nov/Dec/ 2008 edition of Cape Henry Quarterly newsletter, p. 7, for reservation form and detail).


Neighborhood Watch - (input from Chris Wood, presented by Chittenden) - A third biker in last 5 years was hit on neighboring bike path in mid-Oct. Adult victim was satisfactory following an ambulance trip to ER. Major concern in this going forward is one of our own children, among others, being hit, possibly injured or killed at our own Kendall St. crossing or other street crossings of path. Cape Story by the Sea (CSBTS) is pushing for city to do something meaningful, and most want stop signs added for vehicles at crossing streets (Chris supports). Currently, city has only agreed to remove vegetation that may be obstructing view at most dangerous blocks. 


Early in week of 19 Oct., CHS’s Kathleen Lapke was biking with her dog in the State Park when surprised by a hooded, young man standing on a picnic table armed with a shotgun. She and dog managed to extricate themselves from the highly threatening situation, and Kathleen located a park ranger whom alerted the police. The man, reportedly high on drugs, was later arrested. Lesson to take away is that none of us should take our safety for granted, even close to home, in our neighborhood, or especially in nearby First Landing State Park. 

Entry Maintenance - (presented by Chittenden in absence of Kevin Tucker) - Cycling entrance-way flood lamps, reported on last meeting, were corrected 29 July by replacement of their sensor activation mechanism. Potential masonry repairs to front east and west walls/caps above signage and six column caps, documented in a March-revised proposal by Chittenden and having a more palatable labor cost-bid estimate, are on indefinite hold for lack of definitive support, albeit their deterioration will continue until such time that esthetics and/or structural integrity/safety concerns reach a critical ‘mass’ dictating timely action be taken.
 
Newsletter Editor - (presented by Edith Edwards-Talbot) - The latest, Oct/Nov/Dec edition of the Cape Henry Quarterly newsletter was prepared and provided 14 Oct. to available Block Captains for re-distribution and directly to each household in Blocks D and G. Suggestions and/or draft input articles for the newsletter are always welcomed. Next edition is planned for the first qtr. 2009.

Waterways - (presented by Wally Dennison) - Wally observed an inordinate number of household objects including a cooler floating and being taken by currents in the canal ways during the mid-Oct. period of unusually high tidal levels owing to nor’easters and moon cycle. Waterfront property owners are cautioned to be alert to appropriate practices in storage of their portable gear. A related, ongoing challenge for all property owners is cleaning up street gutter debris to mitigate its transport into our canal ways via storm drains. A question was raised whether a city street cleaning truck could again be scheduled for our community. That may well be obliged on annual basis, however, Chittenden answered that that presented a short-lived fix, and that many properties prone to collect   natural debris from trees et al along their street gutter, need to have their owners regularly sweep to remove it on an appropriate frequency basis, be it weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, etc.
Items Not on Agenda 

-   Ed reported that the memorial bench in honor of Dee Champion and Anne 

Levy was installed upon a poured concrete slab by First Landing State Park         

employees the week of 28 Sept. Liz Needham remarked that the bench seat 

 height above the base slab is relatively low (~11-12-in. by later measurement) 
 for most adults and  asked whether a remedy was possible. Given the bench 
 legs are of finite length, and  anchored and embedded a bit in the concrete 
 slab, no practicable remedy appears feasible.
· The need for a volunteer, ongoing system ‘keeper’/coordinator of a master list of CHS residents and their e-mail addresses was reiterated by Ed Chittenden. Civic Association annual dues notification correspondence as well as community-wide routine or emergent electronic mail announcements (e.g., Neighborhood Watch), intra-correspondence between its business principals, et al, are collectively dependent on the ongoing accuracy/completeness of a master resident list and the efficiency afforded by use of electronic mail. Changes in residents and resident e-addresses are in need of a responsive tracking system.

· Recent postings to the CHSCA website, <capehenryshores.org>, including Dave Williams’ updated 2008 hurricane plan for this community and his lessons learned from tropical depression Hannah, and the minutes of our 28 July meeting, were re-announced by Ed Chittenden. Janet Barnes commented that our CHSCA website is not ‘blog’ interactive, and that she is coordinator of a Yahoo Group website that features this and has invited about 40 CHS residents to join her group and that only three have done so to date. It was pointed out by Ed that Peggy Dyas of CHS also coordinates another Yahoo Group website whose prime focus has been on area history and related topics (the Oct/Nov/Dec 2008 ed. of our newsletter lists Peggy’s site at the end of the “CHS Website” article, p. 6 , however, incorrectly named Janet Barnes as point-of-contact). Ed Chittenden responded that the community is of course free to have as many group websites as individuals please, however, the Civic Association and its postings need to be centralized in only one, and that is currently the <capehenryshores.org> site administered by Carol Brighton. The merits of potential redesign/modification of the website to possibly include interactive features may present a basis for a select working group to address.
· Ed commented on: Bob Horan’s convalescing condition since his involvement in an auto accident, as a passenger, in NH on 21 Aug. 2008; and Bob’s sincere thanks to the association/community for the plant and card of well wishes sent him while in the hospital. Bob suffered sternum and C2 vertebrae fractures and several cracked ribs and has been in head traction for over 9 of 12-planned weeks, his “iron suit” as he not so affectionately refers to it. Bob is at home and progressing slowly yet remarkably. We all wish him Godspeed.    

Unfinished/Old Business

City’s Response: Traffic Light/Pedestrian Crosswalk Petition (presented by Chittenden) - At the 28 July meeting it was reported that I had learned through back channels that in response to our subject petition letter/report of 10 Oct. 2007, a city internal report dated 2 July 2008 originated by the city’s Traffic Engineering Dept., stated that, as we anticipated, a traffic signal is not warranted based on federal guideline criteria (ref. Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices). This particular conclusion was reached after city traffic engineers conducted an updated, vehicular volume measurement survey in April 2008 of the Shore Dr. and Kendall St. intersection. I hold a blind copy of this report (to be posted to the CHSCA website). Throughout the spring and summer 2008, CHSCA had not been apprised of the city’s study status/finding as promised by the mayor in her letter to us dated 13 Nov. 2007. Consequently, I prepared and sent the second of two follow up letters of inquiry on 11 Sept. 2008, requesting study status, when we might anticipate its results, and should the signal be found to not meet warrant criteria (as I then knew unofficially) that other alternative solutions be identified and implemented. James K. Spore, City Manager, at last responded to the latter inquiry in a letter dated 1 Oct., receipt of which was delayed two weeks by an inexplicably mis-addressed letter to me personally at the CHSCA’s P.O. Box number in absence of including the ‘CHS Civic Association’ header in the address. Their letter was of course returned ‘undeliverable,’ and I was thereafter telephoned by Spore’s office for re-mailing instruction. I merely mention this because it seems symptomatic as well of the city’s off-the-mark response actions enumerated therein to our petition letter/report. The city’s 1 Oct. letter stated that in light of the study’s signal finding, staff evaluated alternative solutions, implementing five improvements (all enumerated in their letter which will be posted to our website) bearing on: vegetation trimming; parking restriction signage along shoulders of Shore Dr.; crosswalk markings/countdown signals and pedestrian crossing ‘warning’ signs at every existing traffic signal; and large ‘Watch for Pedestrian Crossing, Next 2 Miles’ signs on both approaches of Shore Dr. between Kendall and E. Stratford Rd.; and, lastly, selective police radar enforcement of speed limit along Shore Dr. While the foregoing are all appropriate to the Shore Drive corridor at-large, none of them address CHS’s unique exit-way problem bearing on the essential requirement to create a ‘fix’ that extends our severely limited corner sight distances and negates/eradicates specific visual obstacles and related hazardous factors as identified in our report. Simply stated, our exiting vehicle drivers, from a safe, stopped position behind the marked stop line on Kendall, cannot gain view of oncoming Shore Dr. vehicles at adequate range. Speed on Shore Dr. further compounds our problem.  As most of you are aware, our principal (but by no means only) visibility obstacle is the driveway full of vehicles parked within 5-7-ft. of white-lined pavement edge of Shore Dr. eastward lane at 2565 Shore Dr. Any city investigating official worth his/her salt can’t deny this and related visibility issues at our exit way. We will continue the fight and be responding to the city’s letter of ‘off-target,’ alternative solutions. Clearly, the city did not carefully read or make the effort to fully understand or interact with us concerning our technical report enclosure to our basic letter of 10 Oct. 2007, or arrive at appropriate investigative interpretations and tailored solutions to our unique-case problem.
 
New Officer Recruitment/Nominating Committee Report - Chittenden reiterated the purpose and tasking for the committeemen of volunteers sought and identified at the 28 July meeting (i.e., Mart Schuman, Jerry Anderson, and Dan Creedon) as being to systematically conduct search and recruitment of new officer nominees (and a Block G Captain) to establish an election slate of nominees for this 27 Oct. meeting. Marty Schuman reported the committee’s results as follows, in the absence of any additional volunteer candidates: Marty Schuman for Pres., Pete Kays for V. Pres., no candidate for Secretary, Denise Stephens for Block G Captain, and Judy Bland for Garden Club Committee Chairperson. (Note: As a matter of record, a long established Advisor Attorney position also continues unfilled and without a current candidate since attorney and former resident Bud Frenck last held it nearly three years ago).
New Business:


Intro. Candidates/New Officer Elections/Discussion - Candidates present at the meeting included only Marty Schuman. Ed Chittenden reiterated in response to a question that he was not a candidate for president or any other position, and further indicated that, barring reconsideration by Dick Robbins, Dick planned to continue as Treasurer only through 2008, thereby creating a need for a new Treasurer commencing in 2009. Bud Statzer moved that Marty Schuman be elected our next President (and by inference, Pete Kays our next Vice Pres.), which was seconded by Ron Balding with no one dissenting. Ed thus announced Marty and Pete as the Association’s new leaders, after which the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 pm.

The next quarterly CHSCA meeting is scheduled for Monday, 26 January 2009.
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